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BOOK REVIEW 


T.M. Antonio and S. M ASE 2001 . The Sunflower Family in the Upper Midwest: a 

Photographic Guide to the Asteraceae in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, and Wisconsin. USBN 1-883362-1 1-3, hbkj. Indiana Academy 

7 J 

ol Science, Indianapolis, in collaboration with Chicago Botanic Garden, 
Glencoe, IL, U.S.A. $50.00, 410 pp, numerous color photos, maps, 7" x 10". 

I low i his book lor i nc superlative photos and the detailed distribution maps— others may be more 
interested lor the wealth of liberally referenced, genera- and speeies-speeil ie information included 
m i he species discussions. 1 aO species are t reated, approximately one-hall ol i lie family in i he l fpper 


Midwest (the region including. by del i nit ion. 

o J 



ois. Indiana, Iowa, Michigan. Minnesota, and W is 


cousin) A lull-page color photo lor each species shows habit and habitat and smaller photos on the 
lacing page provide details. A distribution map lor each species gives county-level distribution tor 
e enure region (Appendix VI give references I rom which the mapdata are derived). All Asteraceae 
species ol the region are included in a ke\ at the back ol the hook ("adapted largely t rom Swink and 



Wi 



m |eXM”— Appendix II), but here is an example ol photos good enough to serve lot effective 
species level idem 1 1 i cat ion. re legal mg the kc\ to adjunct value (lor exam pie, compare among species 
ol A st cr, knyeron. hupotonnm, Lot tnca, and Ual ns). The hit rod net ion i includes background in (or 


mat ion on recogmt ion ol the lamilv. genera 

O / o 


manciples ol nomenclature and classil ication.and habi 
tat and eonservat ion. as well as X om ments on IVst ri but ion Maps and X om men ts on Photograph) 


(tec 



c a i an ci omerw lse: "Wait i tig lor t he wind to die down in a mid western prairie can seem to take 



an eternity ). 

/ 

In the context ol general enthusiasm lor this book, my 'technical' side can at least provide a 
wish- list ol features toward a second edition: 

( 1 ) Overview. Synoptic list ol all species ol t he area and dist ri but ion maps lor all spec ics i h 
could be added without accompanying photos and discussions. 

(2) Nomenclature. I low did the authors decide what generic name to use? Readers are refer ret 
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to other lloristic publications for varying nomenclatural interpretations.” but some generic con- 
cepts used in the book have been modilied w ithin the Iasi decade or longer with var\ ing degrees ol 
ac c eptance: Avert / Pc! linvcria. lilt rvhia, lothu t is, S\ m nhyot rit hum ), Pm oliit (= Am twin ssu m ), 
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(An vsopsis 1= / Id c rot Inn a), luipoton uni (= Age rut mu and liupotin i uni se nsu stncio), Cnapha 1 1 nm ( 


Psciu/ognu 



in), Senecio ( Lot herd) - not even synonyms are provided in the book. l : or other 


genera, listed synonyms give notice ol potential taxonomic variance: ( In vsant hem um (AKA 
Lciii iiulhcmiim). kuhnui (AKA H m hell id). 1 1 \ mcnoxysi AKA .-\< 1 1 nca. but not let nineu n s not listed). 
Mic roseris (AKA Not Iwculuis). 

( 5) Arrangement of species. I he species are first arranged within lour color classes— White or 
Preen, W hite with Yellow Centers, Yellow or Yellow with Brown Centers, and Blue. Violet. Rose or 
Pink— then alphabetically by genus and species I believe folks interested in Asteraceae. at almost all 
levels ol botanical sophistication, could appreciate t he val ue ol placing all species ol one genus to- 
get her and arranging t he genera by re I a t ion ship rat her than alphabetical I y. (my / .. Nesom. IhUunn 
cdl Research Institute <>/ Texas, kort Worth , TX, 76 102-4060, US, A. 
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